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Monday thru Wednesday 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
Thursday 9:00 A. M. to 1:00 P.M.

Parish Website
divinemercyrc.com
8 January 2023
Weekday Masses - 8:00 AM Monday, through Saturday at Chester Avenue
Sunday Masses - 4:00 PM (Saturday evening) and 8:30 A.M. (Viet) , 11:00 AM at Chester Avenue
9:00 AM at Grovers Avenue
Holyday Masses - 9:00 AM - Grovers Avenue; 7:00 PM - Chester Avenue

Sacrament of Reconciliation - Saturday, 3:00-3:45 PM at Chester Avenue; Sunday, 8:30 AM at Grovers Avenue.; and anytime by
appointment.
Sacrament of Baptism - Baptisms are celebrated at 12:00 PM every first and third Sunday, immediately following the 11:00 AM
Mass. Parents must meet with Father Trinh before the child is baptized. Please call the Rectory Office to make an appointment.
Sacrament of Marriage - Please call Father Trinh at least six months before your wedding to begin preparations.
Sacrament of the Sick - Please call the Rectory at anytime for emergencies. The homebound are visited regularly by Father Trinh
and the Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. If you or a family member is hospitalized and would like a visit, please call
the Rectory. Please call the Rectory, also, if you would like to be anointed before you are hospitalized.
Letters of Eligibility - Prior to your being a godparent at Baptism or a sponsor at Confirmation, you must receive a Letter of Eligibility from Divine Mercy Parish. You must be a registered parishioner who is at least 16 years of age, who has already received
Confirmation, who comes to Mass on Sundays and Holydays, and, if married, is married in the Church. Please call the Rectory to
arrange to meet with Father Trinh when you need a Letter of Eligibility.
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INTENTION IN PRAYER BASKET

I thank the many people who pray for the intentions of our
parishioners on Sundays and weekdays. Each week we have
some people who thank God for their prayers which are answered. Please check the thanksgiving basket to see if it is
true. Do not hesitate to put your intentions in the basket

PRAYER TO YOUR GUARDIAN ANGEL
Angel of God, my guardian Dear,
To whom Gods’ love entrust me here
Ever this day ( or night) be at my side
To light and guard, To rule and guide.
A
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Baptisms are celebrated at 12:00 PM every first and third
Sunday, immediately following the 11:00 AM Mass.
Parents must meet with Father Trinh before the child is
baptized. Please call the Rectory Office to make an appointment.

LIBERIAN MASS
Sunday, January 8, 2023

Come join us for a beautiful celebration of song and
praise to our Lord, Jesus Christ on the second Sunday of
every month at 11:00 A.M. Divine Mercy Parish, 6667
Chester Avenue.

BREAD AND WINE

In many parishes, there is a custom that someone may donate for the cost of Bread and
Wine with their intention. It was suggested to
me that the donation is about $20.00 per
week. If you want to donate to parish,
please call Agnes (215) 727-8300.

“This is what the Lord says...forget the former
things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a
new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive
it? I am making a way in the wilderness and
streams in the wasteland."
(Isaiah 43: 14-19)

We pray for the soul of Beverly Harper, former coordinator of
the Office for Black Catholics, Archdiocese of Philadelphia,
that she an all the souls of the faithful departed through the
mercy of God rest in peace.

For the faithful,

Life is changed, not ended.

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
SCRIPTURE NOTE
For Matthew, the story of the Magi becomes an anticipation of
the fate of the Good News of salvation, a fate that he knew in
the aftermath of the resurrection, God reveal himself to the
Jews through the scriptures, and to the Gentiles through nature. Hence, Matthew shows the Magi (who were Gentiles)
receiving revelation through astrology. The story highlights
the paradox: the Jews who have the scriptures reject Jesus,
while the Gentiles come and with the help of scriptures, find
and adore him.
There is nothing to be gained by speculating where the Magi
came from and what exactly the star was. The star was only
the means by which a great mystery was revealed - the revelation of Christ as the Savior of the Gentiles too.
The Second Reading expresses the same meaning of the story
of the Magi. God invites Jew and Gentile to share equally on
the benefits of the salvation earned by Christ.
HOMILY
My dear brothers and sisters,
The message of today’s reading is very clear. The Magi are
the Gentiles, but they found Jesus throught Scriptures while
the Jews had scriptures but did not find Jesus. God planed
that the Magi found his Son at birth to show the world that
salvation is for all, not only for any group. Salvation is universal. Jesus died to save all mankind. He did not die to save
only a group of people. Salvation is definitely for all, without
prejudice or reservation.
One of my New Year resolution is to tell jokes. Let me tell
you a joke to demonstrate what I just said. I hope that it
makes you laugh.
“Have you lived a good life?” asked St. Peter of a timid female knocking at the heavenly gate. “I excelled in only one
thing,” said the woman dolefully. “I was a good cook.”
“Come right in,” invited St. Peter, throwing wide the gate.
“Good cooks have saved more men form damnation than a
dozen missionaries.”
My dear brothers and sisters, God offers salvation to all without reservation. It doesn't matter what do you do for living,
God offers you salvation. There is a common sense that pope,
bishops, priests, nuns, brothers, monks are more likely first
saved by God, and then ordinary people will be bring to heaven after them. This is what people frequently asked me,
“Father, when you go to heaven, can you take me with you?
Can I hold your feet so that you can carry me when you fly to
heaven?” At this I joked, “Sure, that is the plan, but you have
to diet. If you are too fat, we cannot fly up.”

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Just in case that you are still sleepy, here is another joke. I
hope that it wakes you up. When a train hit a Baptist bus on
its way to Sunday Service, some thirty members of that denomination were killed. They arrive as a group at the pearly
gates. When their leader explained to St. Peter that they died
on their way to divine worship, the worthy keeper of he heavenly gates was very sympathetic. In a half whisper he told
them, “Come on in. Your room is the third down the hall way
on the left. But be sure to walk quietly past the first room.
That is for the Catholics and they think that they are the only
ones up here.”
The truth is this. Jesus died for all mankind. The sacrifice of
Christ brings salvation to the world. However, the ministry of
salvation is his Church, the Catholic Church with the successors of the Holy Apostles. Those who are not Catholics or
non-Christians, may be saved by the grace that Christ pours
out through the prayers of the Church, if they live God’s law
written in the human heart. Thanks be to God for his merciful
goodness.
Sometimes, people ask why God offers salvation to good people as well as to evil ones. The answer is very simple: Because God is merciful. What does it mean that God is merciful? It means that the nature of God is merciful, that God is
ALWAYS merciful. He is merciful yesterday, today and tomorrow. He is merciful to the good ones as well as to the bad
ones. He cannot be otherwise.
Taking for example, a light bulb is always gives light to the
room. It doesn’t matter if there are good people in the room
or bad people in the room. It doesn't matter if there are people
in the room or not. It doesn't matter how many people in the
room. It always gives light to the room, simply its nature is to
give light to the room. In a similar way, God is always merciful. He is merciful to all people at all time and all generations.
Jesus said that our Father in heaven “makes his sun rise on the
evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the
unjust” ( Matthew 5:45 ). God does good things for everyone, even those who reject him and do extreme evil. He shows
universal kindness.
My dear brothers and sisters, let us open wide our mind to
learn from our Lord who is always merciful, and who offers
salvation to all people. Let us be like our Lord to reach out to
love and offer salvation to all people of different ethnics, different denominations and non-Christians. GOD IS SO
GOOD.
Blessed Epiphany,
Fr. Peter Quan Trinh

NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE, YOU BELONG HERE
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

OFFICE FOR BLACK
CATHOLICS
ARCHDIOCESE OF
PHILADELPHIA
ARCHBISHOPS
COMMISSION
ON RACIAL
HEALING
Interfaith Prayer Service
Sunday, January 15th.
Choir Prelude 2:45 P.M.
Service 3:00 P.M.
Saint Phillip Neri
Church
437 Ridge Pike
Lafayette Hill, Pa 19444

Happy New Year!
2023
Believe in the magic of the New Year.
Believe in yourself...and
Make Your Dream a Reality in 2023
SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR
WONDERFUL SPONSOR

Marvil Funeral Home, Ltd two locations 1110 Main Street,
Darby Pa., and 7 Springfield Road, Aldan, Pa., for their continued support to Divine Mercy Parish. They are the sponsor for
our 2023 calendars. Thank you and may God bless you and
your loved ones.

Unite With A Purpose
Our Unity Is Our Strength

RETROUVAILLE
A Lifeline for Marriages

RETROUVAILLE:
REDISCOVER THE LOVE IN
YOUR MARRIAGE Tens of thousands of couples have
healed their marriages through Retrouvaille (pronounced Retro
-vy). If you know anyone who could benefit from this program, please pass this on. Couples learn to build communication skills and to increase intimacy. It provides help for marriage problems, difficulties or crises. The next program begins
the weekend of February 10 - 12, 2023 at the Family Life Center in Malvern, PA. For more information, or to register, visit www.HelpOurMarriage.org or call 215-766-3944 or 800470-2230. All inquiries are strictly confidential.

REGISTRATION

Since many of our parishioners do not register in the parish,
and when they go to the church, they put their collection either
without envelope or with envelope but without address. Therefor we cannot credit them for tax purpose at the end of the
year.
So, we leave REGISTRATION FORM ON THE TABLE IN
THE VESTIBULE. You can use it and fill out the registration
form. Do not forget to give PHONE NUMBER so if we need
more information, we can call you.
After that leave it in that REGISTRATION BOX. Thank
You

EVENT

Restore: A Women’s Healing Retreat
at St. Mary of Providence Center in Elverson, PA
Thursday March 16 - Sunday, March 19, 2023
God longs for us to believe that we indeed are who He says
we are: His beloved daughters, carefully created, infinitely
loved and valued beyond measure. Through unique, facilitated
healing encounters, we listen deeply for the Holy Spirit’s
promptings as He reveals the memories, the moments, the
circumstances that caused dis-integration within us. With
Him, we will untwist distortions, renounce lies, expose the
habitual ways we get stuck in anxiety, fear or overwhelm and,
most importantly, open to Jesus’ Love, which is the true balm
for our wounded hearts. Come…and let Him Restore you!
Retreat Leaders: Father Stephen DeLacy and De Yarrison of
You Are Made New Ministry
More info: https://youaremadenew.com/restore-womensretreat or email De at de@youaremadenew.com.

In God We Trust!

DECEMBER 17 & 18, 2022

First Collection
Vietnamese Community
Fuel
Stole Fee
Social/Donations
Block

$ 2,095.00
$ 2,000.00
$ 619.00
$ 25.00
$ 200.00
$ 500.00
$ 700.00

DECEMBER 24 & 25, 2022

First Collection
Second Collection
Thanksgiving
Fuel

$ 2,205.00
$ 2,151.00
$ 1,808.00
$
21.00

Thank you for generously supporting your parish!!
It is much needed and gratefully appreciated

